Empirical results
The results reported in this section were obtained by presenting 43 student participants with two different PAD tasks (PAD 4 and PAD 5; a more detailed account of the analytic procedure can be found in Nellen, 2002) .
Patterns of Exploration
The number of times participants modify their schedules during a PAD session is positively correlated with the number of complete restarts ("R"; abandoning a schedule completely and placing another appointment at the start), the number of different appointments placed at the start of a schedule ("Dif".), and negatively with the mean length ("ML") of the tried schedules. This pattern is consistent with exploration aimed at collecting a wide variety of experiences. 
Increase in forward checking
The amount of forward checking in the data was assessed by computing the percentage of "deliberate" modifications that are performed before participants are too late at an appointment, relative to the total number of modifications. Table 2 shows the considerable increase of forward checking between the two PAD tasks. 
Conclusion
Participants consistently explore the feasibility of partial schedules. However, they also acquire the skill of forward checking between two PAD tasks, resulting in an enhanced quality of the exploration, which now yields fewer dead ends. The quick and considerable increase of forward checking suggests a mechanism of skill acquisition as production composition as defined by Anderson (1987) ; while the continuous presence of exploration implies that the importance of specific experiences throughout the scheduling process.
